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The graph depicts the BMI-for-age of a female 5 years 5 months old to 
10 years 5 months old. This girl was diagnosed with ADHD (attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder) in 1999 and was periodically on Ritalin for 
2 years. In 2002, she was diagnosed with bi-polar disorder and started 
on Risperidone. During the next 14 months she gained 21.5 pounds 
with an increase in height of 3.25 inches. Her BMI increased by 2.99 
units. The next year her medication was changed to Quetiapine 
fumarate. Within eight months she experienced an additional weight 
gain of 41.5 pounds with an increase in BMI of 7.04 units. At the 98th 
percentile, she was now in the overweight category. A possible change 
in medication and/or lifestyle counseling in nutrition and physical activity 
may have helped to ameliorate the known impact of these medications 
on weight. 

 


